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FROST IMPERILS FRUIT 


THE LILACS 


The cold 
weather has been 
goHod news for the 
lilacs at Highland 
Parity at least when it 
comes to timing their 
flowering to next Nj 
month's Lilac festivak 
While the bushes had 
started to bud, the 
lilacs were not dam¬ 
aged by frost, said 
Mark Quinn, supenn- 
tendentof horticul¬ 
ture for Monroe 
County Parks and 
Recreation. 

The longer it stays 
cool, the better shape 
we are,/' he said. 

The Lilac Festival is set 
for May 11-lO, Orga¬ 
nizers will announce 
entertainment and 
release this year's 
poster on Tuesday. 
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Gary Craft of G&S Orchard in 
Walworth, Wayne County, puts 
fertilizer on blueberry bushes. Craft 
says that most of his crops are four 
weeks ahead of schedule, iamie 
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Farms wage desperate 
battle on frigid nights 
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Killer frost watdi 


Frost will most likely damage tender shoots 
and flowering buds whenever the tenrit- 
perature holds at 31 degrees F or cooler. 
High/iow temperatures sirce March 1 
High if mp. Lofw temp 


At 1:30 a.m. a couple Mondays ago* Gary Craft 
placed a call to the local fire marshal, not to report a 
fire but to warn of one. 

“I told him we were having a eontralled bum,^ said 
Craft, ihe owner of G&S Orchards at the comer of Ah 
Lamic Boulevard and Lincoln Road in Walw^orth, 
Wayne County. “He said, 'Ifs L30 in the morning' and T 
said, ‘Yeah, but I've got to warm it up a bit here.’" 

Craft's neighbors weren't pleased with all the 
smoke billowing into the frigid air, hut he was more 
than willing to put up with their reaction because the 
brush fires he lit were necessary to help ward off frost 
damage lo his early budding cherry, blueberry and ap“ 
pie bushes and trees. 

Like most area fruit growers, Craft has been affect¬ 
ed by the bizarre weather conditions western New 
York has seen this spring. The record heat in. mid* 
March had the budsbiooming far earlier than normal, 
and then when overnight temperatures dipped into the 
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Frost 

Continued from Page 1A 

20s a few times in recent 
weeks, those buds were 
put in danger. 

“This is the first year 
it has been this bad,” said 
Craft, who has farmed 
this property just east of 
Penfield for more than 20 
years. “I’ve never seen a 
March where we were up 
into 80 degrees. My uncle 
lives down the road here, 
he works 4,000 acres of 
grain, he’s 76 and he’s 
never seen something 
like that. This is unique. 
We need it to stay warm 
now.” 

Herm Young, a re¬ 
tired Xerox engineer 
who has farmed about 20 
acres of land in William¬ 
son, Wayne County, since 
1984, grows just about 
any fruit you can imag¬ 
ine including apples, 
cherries, pears, plums, 
nectarines, raspberries, 
blackberries, apricots 
and grapes. He did some 
inspecting of his proper¬ 
ty Monday, and for now, 
he believes he “dodged a 
bullet.” 

He squeezed buds on 
some nectarine and apri¬ 
cot bushes, and some 
were dead, but many 
more had survived, at 
least for now. He recog¬ 
nizes he’s not out of the 
woods yet as more cold 
overnight temperatures 
are forecast for this 
week. 

“If you looked at the 
reports, this was the 
warmest March in histo¬ 
ry, and the second-clos¬ 
est was in 1945,” said the 
59-year-old, who grew up 
on his parents’ farm in 
Sodus. “My dad was 
growing about 20,000 
bushels of apples at the 
time and that year they 
picked just a touch over 
1,000 bushels. Whether 
we’ll see that kind of 
damage over a wide¬ 
spread area, probably 
not. But we’re going to 
lose some.” 

Not as much, though, 
as Jim Allen, president of 
the New York Apple As¬ 
sociation, feared a cou¬ 
ple weeks ago. Right af¬ 
ter the cold snap there 
were estimates that the 
statewide apple crop — 
60 percent of which 
comes from Wayne, Or- 



Gary Craft shows the red 
buds on a blueberry bush. 
Normally they would be 
barely green, jamie germano 

leans and Niagara coun¬ 
ties — could suffer losses 
in the tens of millions of 
dollars. AUen has since 
amended his forecast 
based on the most recent 
reports from Cornell Co¬ 
operative Extension’s 
Lake Ontario Fruit Fh-o- 
gram. 

“It looks like we’re in 
pretty good shape so far,” 
said Allen. “It was prema¬ 
ture to predict damage. 
When we had the low tem¬ 
peratures, our tree devel¬ 
opment wasn’t as far out 
as we thought it was. And 
the last two weeks with 
the cool temperatures the 
trees haven’t grown 
much. There was some 
isolated frost damage, but 
certainly not a crop fail¬ 
ure by any means.” 

Farmers like Craft and 
Young are somewhat pro¬ 
tected by their proximity 
to Lake Ontario and the 
warmer air, but farther in¬ 
land where the temper¬ 
atures are cooler, there is 
more potential for dam¬ 
age. 

“I know further south 
they had bud damage, and 
west of the city they were 
seeing problems with 
their apples within a day,” 
said Young. “Closer to the 
lake, the moderation of 
the temperature reaUy 
helps.” 

Finger Lakes grape 
growers said they won’t 
know the extent of any 
damage to their crops un¬ 
til later. Any damage will 
show up when the grapes 
bloom in mid-June, but 
damage to the trunks may 
not be apparent until the 
vines are stressed by a 
dry spell. 

“The shoots could get 
out anywhere from 8 to 10 
inches and they look per¬ 
fectly normal and all of a 
sudden they die,” said 


John Brahm, owner and 
winemaster of Arbor Hill 
Grapery and Winery in 
South Bristol, Ontario 
County. 

However, he said, the 
grapes are still dormant, 
“although some early va¬ 
rieties were starting to 
push.” 

“Right now it doesn’t 
appear that we sustained 
significant damage in the 
Finger Lakes,” said Glen 
Shaw, co-owner of Wish¬ 
ing Well Vineyards in 
South Bristol, who pri¬ 
marily grows table 
grapes. “... I think we have 
some damage, but we also 
leave extra buds each 
year to account for bud 
loss.” 

Shaw said wind helped 
mix the 17-degree air near 
the ground with the high¬ 
er, warmer air. In Ovid, 
Seneca County, however, 
the wind died down just 
before the temperature 
fell to 23 degrees, so Cam¬ 
eron Hosmer of Hosmer 
Winery hired a helicopter 
to do the work. 

From 5:30 to 7:30 a.m. 
March 27, the helicopter 
flew over his 60-acre vine¬ 
yard on Cayuga Lake to 
mix the air. His De Chau- 
nac and Cabernet Franc 
grapevines already had 
half-inch buds and the 
other six varieties had 
come out of dormancy. 

“You can’t really tell” 
whether the trunks sus¬ 
tained any damage,” he 
said. “You can’t X-ray 
them or give them an 
MRI. ... I’m optimistic, 
though. You have to be in 
this business.” 

Craft’s main concern 
right now is his cherry 
and blueberry crops, and 
he has had to rev up his 
frost fans on several 
nights. The industrial¬ 
sized blowers push the 
colder, stagnant air out, 
forcing its replacement 
with warmer air from 
higher levels. 

“The guy who scouts 
the farms looked at our 
cherries and he thought 
we were OK, but (the 
buds) keep getting out far¬ 
ther and farther and this 
cold weather is not good 
for us,” he said. 
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Includes reporting by 
staff writer Laura Nich¬ 
ols. 


Copyright ©2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. 


Newspapers 







